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SA-France collaboration



Where the collaboration started

The project emerged from a joint interest in the international GEOTRACES programme 
(International Study of the Marine Biogeochemical Cycles of Trace Elements) 



Where the collaboration started

Lack of data

https://explore.webodv.awi.de/

GEOTRACES IDP 2021v2

Surface ocean mercury

Southern Ocean a 
source or sink for 

“mercury”
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eGEOTRACES Electronic Atlas
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South Africa has sampling and technical 
skills and a gateway to Antarctica 

But needs to improve the analytical skills set for (sub-)picomolar concentrations



1st sample and training cruise Winter 2022

South Africa/France PROTEA Programme, 
Joint expedition

Europe THg
MeHg 
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Extended the seawater-focussed study 
to atm. mercury

Victor Mugabe
Tue, 23 July, 15:30-15:45
Session 15: 
Mercury in Polar 
Ecosystems 

GEM 



2nd sample and training cruise Winter 2023

Agulhas System Climate Array (ASCA) – Southwest Indian Ocean

http://asca.dirisa.org/


Future bilateral programmes

Examples 2024:
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