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We have come a long way!
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2017 (concept)  Today (implemented)



The evolution of an international program
• David McLagan developed passive air sampler for mercury
• Published in 2016
• My initial intent – Arctic Monitoring
• In 2017

• Passive sampler gained traction at the ICMGP
• Idea for a global network similar to Stockholm Convention
• Started to propose idea at COP1 (Minamata)
• Idea did not fly at COP1 

• 2018
• Started Arctic passive Hg program
• Regrouped on the idea for the global 
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Canadian led global pilot study
Got the Artic Network off the ground 

How do I start a global network?
• Assess the feasibility of a global network
• Assess the passive sampler (MerPAS®)
• Develop an SOP

• Preparation
• Analysis
• Reuse

• Assess shipping and receiving of samplers
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Getting it off the ground
Network of Networks
1. Internally run programs

• Northern Contaminants Program
• Global Atmospheric Passive Sampling (GAPS)

2. Word of mouth/personal connections
• Emails, discussions, cold calls

3. Mercury networks
• APMMN, NADP, GMOS, ICP IM, AMAP

4. Newly developed networks
• CRMMN, SAMNet, AMMN

5. Networks run outside of mercury
• LAPAN, MONET etc
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Then….

• COVID 
• Our labs were shut down for nearly 1 year
• Collaboration with Tekran
• Creative thinking
• Lost about 1 year

• Started the momentum again
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Network of Networks grew
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2021 (46) 2024 (104)

Poster: Canada’s Global mercury passive sampling network study, MacSween et al.
 



Summary and Next Steps
 Demonstrated a proof of concept
 Developed SOPs for sampling, analysis, shipping, reuse of 

samplers etc
 Data management still needs work
 Needs to find a home
 Still have BIG gaps
  Next collaboration
 Not for donor countries…
 Still lots to work on together!
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Thank you!
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